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respectively of James, Bishop of Jerusalem; Timothy, Bishop of Ephesus; Titus, of Crete; to whom may be added the Angels or Bishops of the seven Churches in Asia. These were placed in cities, and had jurisdiction over the Churches and inferior clergy in those cities, and probably in the country adjacent. The first dioceses were formed by planting a Bishop in a city or considerable village, where he officiated statedly, and took the spiritual charge, not only of the city itself, but the suburbs, or region lying round about it, within the verge of its [civil] jurisdiction: which seems to be the plain reason of that great and visible diifcence which we find in the extent of dioceses; some being very large, others very smalls according as the civil government of each city happened to have a larger or lesser jurisdiction. Thus in our own Church, there were at first only seven bishoprics, and these were commensurate with the Saxon kingdoms. Since that time our Church has thought fit to lessen the size of her dioceses, and to multiply them into above twenty, and if she thought fit to add forty or a hundred more, she would not be without precedent in the primitive Church. It is a great misfortune to the Church of England, that her dioceses, compared with the population, are so extensive and so few. It is impossible for our Bishops to perform all their canonical duties, such as visiting annually every Parish in the diocese, inspecting schools, Divine service, instruction, &c. besides baptizing, confirming, consecrating. Episcopal extension, as well as Church extension, is most important. We must seek to add to the number of our Bishops. There will be prejudices and difficulties for some time to be overcome on the part of the State, which is not sufficiently religious to tolerate an increase in the number of spiritual peers. But the addition we seek is not in the number of our spiritual peers, but that our spiritual pastors may be more numerous.
The ancient bishoprics being baronies, the possessors of them might sit in Parliament, while the new bishoprics^ not having baronies attached, might only qualify for a seat in the upper house of convocation, should it ever assemble for -the dispatch of business. Nor need the State be put to any expense; for at least double the number of Bishops there is ample provision to be found in